
Unit 6:  Citizenship in American 
History and Government
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Civics and Government X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Grade 9 X X X X X X X X X X X X
5.1.   Principles and Documents of Government X X X X X X X X X X X
A. Identify and explain the major arguments advanced for the 
necessity of government. X X X

B. Describe historical examples of the importance of the rule of 
law. X

C. Analyze the principles and ideals that shape government. X X X
D. Interpret significant changes in the basic documents 
shaping the government of Pennsylvania. X

E. Analyze the basic documents shaping the government of 
the United States. X X X X X

F. Contrast the individual rights created by the Pennsylvania 
Constitution and those created by the Constitution of the 
United States.

X X X

H. Explain and interpret the roles of framers of basic 
documents of government from a national and Pennsylvania 
perspective.

X

J. Explain how law protects individual rights and the common 
good. X X

L. Interpret Pennsylvania and United States court decisions 
that have impacted the principles and ideals of government. X

Grade 12 X X X
B. Analyze the sources, purposes and functions of law. X X
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C. Evaluate the importance of the principles and ideals of civic 
life. X

I. Analyze historical examples of the importance of the rule of 
law explaining the sources, purposes and functions of law. X X

J. Analyze how the law promotes the common good and 
protects individual rights.

5.2.   Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship X X X
Grade 12 X X X
A. Evaluate an individual’s civic rights, responsibilities and 
duties in various governments.

B. Evaluate citizens’ participation in government and civic life. X
C. Interpret the causes of conflict in society and analyze 
techniques to resolve those conflicts.

D. Evaluate political leadership and public service in a 
republican form of government

E. Analyze how participation in civic and political life leads to 
the attainment of individual and public goals X

F. Evaluate how individual rights may conflict with or support 
the common good. X

G. Evaluate what makes a competent and responsible citizen. X
5.3.   How Government Works X X X X
A. Explain the structure, organization and operation of the 
local, state, and national governments including domestic and 
national policy-making.

X X

B. Compare the responsibilities and powers of the three 
branches within the national government. X

C. Explain how a bill becomes a law on a federal, state, and 
local level. X X

E. Explain how citizens participate in choosing their leaders 
through political parties, campaigns and elections. X

G. Explain how the government protects individual rights.

H. Analyze how interest groups provide opportunities for 
citizens to participate in the political process.

K. Identify and explain systems of government.

History X X
8.1.      Historical Analysis and Skills Development X X
Grade 12 X X X
A. Evaluate chronological thinking. X X
B. Synthesize and evaluate historical sources. X X
C. Evaluate historical interpretation of events. X X
D. Synthesize historical research. X X
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